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THE REPUBLICA! RACE AFTER TEXAS 

ANNCR: CHARLES MEND LOOKS AT THE REPUSLICAN PRESIDENTIAL 
CONTEST FOLLOWING RONALD REAGAN'S OVERWHELMING VICTORY 
IN THE TEXAS PRIMARY. 
VOICE: IT WAS THE DEMOCRATS, NOT THE REPUBLICANS, WHO WERE 
SUPPOSED TO HAVE ONE OF THOSE TRADITIONAL DOGFIGHTS OVER THE 
PRESIDENTIAL NOMINATION, GUT IN THE SPACE OF A FEI! SHORT 
DAYS, JIMMY CARTER HAS SUDDENLY EMERGED AS THE ODDS-Ot 
FAVORITE TO BECOME THE DEMOCRATIC PARTY'S CANDIDATE. AND IN THE 
WAKE OF THE TEXAS PRIMARY RESULTS, IT'S THE REPUBLICAN 
CONTEST THAT HOW SEEMS SUBJECT TO QUESTION. 

PRESIDENT FORD ENTERED TEXAS AS AN UNDERDOG, BUT NO ONE, 
INCLUDING HIS REPUSLICAN RIVAL, EXPECTED A SETBACK BY 
SUCH A CONVINCING THREE-TO-O:E HARGIN. OBSERVERS IN THE WHITE 
HOUSE AND ELSEWHERE AGREE THAT MISTER FORD'S ENERGY PROGRAN, 
WHILE POPULAR IN THE REST OF THE COUNTRY, WAS DAMAGING IN 
THIS OIL-RICH STATE. EQUALLY DANAGING WEPE THE ELECTION RULES 
THAT ALLOWED TEXAS DENOCRATS TO VOTE IN THE REPUBLICAN 
PRINARY, AND CLEARLY DID JUST THAT AND IN LARGE NUHBERS. 

BUT WHATEVER THE EXPLANATION, THE PRESIDENT HAS BEEN 
DEALT A SHARP SETCACK, AND INSTEAD OF COASTING TO 
THE NOMINATION, AS SO MANY THOUGHT, HE NOW FACES A SERIOUS 
CHALLENGE. THE REAGAN STRATEGY CALLS FOR CONCENTRATING HIS 
CAMAPAIGN ACTIVITIES IN THE NATION'S SOUTHERN AND WESTERN 
STATES, WHERE CONSERVATISIi RUNS STRONG IN BOTH PARTIES. THE 
ECONOMIC RECOVERY THAT HAS HELPED MISTER FORD IN THE INDUSTRIAL 
WORTH HEAHS LESS IN THIS FAST-GROWING REGION WHERE THE RECESSION 


WAS NOT AS SEVERE. AS A RESULT, FOREIGN POLICY HAS BECOME FOR 
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REPUBLICAN VOTERS THE OVETRIDIHNG ISSUE AND MISTER REAGAN'S 
ATTACKS ON WHAT HE SEES AS AMERICA'S DECLINING WORLD STRENGTH 
HAVE POPULAR APPEAL. 

THE NOMENTUM OF THE CHALLE:'GERS TRIUiIPH IN TEXAS WILL BE 
SOON TESTED. MISTER REAGAN I5 EXPECTED TO WIN THIS EEK'S PRIMARY 
ELECTIONS Ih THE SOUTHERN STATES OF ALACAMA AND GEORGIA, BUT 
THE HORE IfiPORTANT TEST CONES IN INDJAIIA, A MID-VESTERI: INDUSTRIAL 
STATE OF THE KIND PRESIDEI:T FORD HAS DOHIiATED TO DATE. 

DESPITE TEXAS AND THE HE REAGAN MOMENTUM, REPUBLICAN 
LEADERS, INCLUDING VICE PRESIDEiIT ROCKEFTLLER AND BARRY 
GOLDWATER, THE CONSERVATIVE SEI:ATOR FROIi ALIZONA, HAVE REITERATED 
THEIR VIEWS THAT HISTER FORD VILL TAKE THE NOMINATION. THEY 
COHCEDE, HCVEVER, THAT THE STAUSCLE COULD GE AS DIVISIVE TO THE 
REPUBLICANS AS SINiTLAR STRUGGLES HAVI BEEN SO OFTEN IN THE PAST 
TO THE DEMOCRATS. HAT IS STILL UNKMOM IS THE DEPTH OF 
VOTER ANTAGOHISI! TO WASHINGTON AHD THE POLITICAL 
ESTABLISHIiENT. IT HAS CLEARLY HELPED THE TWO OUTSIDERS ~~ 
DEMOCRAT JIMNY CARTCR AD REPUBLICA! RONALD REAGAN -- DURING THE 
PRIMARIES “'HEH ANZRICANS ARC SAID TO VOTE WITH THEIR HEARTS 
NORE THAN THEIR HEADS. GE2ALD FORD'S FOLLOWERS STILL 
BELIEVE THAT Il! NOVEMBER'S GENERAL ELECTION EXPERIENCE WILL 
MEAN MORE THAN A FRESH FACE, AND THCY EXPECT MOST 
REPUBLICANS WILL ACCEPT THAT PRZIISE BEFORE CHOOSING THEIR 
NOMINEE. 
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